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M or eweapons
cachesfound

U.S. Specid Operations
Forces operating in the
Tarin Kowt area of the
Oruzgan Province, were
ledto anammunitionand
wegpons cachein acom-
pound by Afghan Militia
Forces Tuesday. Materi-
asfoundincluded:

+» One82 mm Recoiless
Rifle(B-10)

% One RPG-7 Rocket
Launcher

% Two RPG-7 Rocket
Boosters

++ Seven RPG-7 rounds
+ 1082mMmR/R Cheee
ChargePack

« 11 82 mm Mortar
ChargePack

¢ 73 82 mm Recoiless
Riflerounds

« 172 82 mm Mortar
rounds

+» 20014.5mmammuni-
tion

+«» 203 107 mm Rocket
Boosters

«» 310 82 mm Mortar
charges

++ 1,000 7.62 by 39 mm
ammunition,

+ 1,250.303 Britisham-
munition

++ 5,000 7.62 by 54 mm
ammunition,
++5,0007.92mmammu-
nition (Combined Joint
Task Force — 180 press
release)

Published in the interest of those serving in Operation Enduring Freedom

Bagram, Afghanistan

Rumsfeld: 2 decades not ‘nothing’

By Gerry J. Gilmore
American Forces Press

Service

WASHINGTON,
July 16, 2002 — The
American people will
eventually see John
Walker Lindh’sdeal with
federal prosecutorsasan
appropriate outcome,

Defense  Secretary
Donad H. Rumsfeld said
here July 15.

Rumsfeld discussed
the Lindh case with
CNBCtelevisionreporter
BrianWilliams. Aspart of
his plea bargain with
federal prosecutors
signed early that day,
Lindh, 21, agreed to co-

operatewith U.S. military
officials to combat al
Qaeda terrorists in ex-
change for a prison sen-
tence of up to 20 years.
“Well, | am delighted
that heis going to be off
the streets for a good,
longtime,” Rumsfeld said
of Lindh's deal. “Two
decades is not nothing.”

The “American
Taliban” pleaded guilty
to two of 10 charges
against him: aiding the
Taliban and possessing
explosivesinthecommis-
sionof that crime. Had he
been convicted of al 10

See RUMSFELD, ™
Page 2

Bagram mail clerks strive to maintain link to home

Story & photo by Spc. LaTorry
Sidney
300th Mobile Public Affairs

Detachment

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Af-
ghanistan — When the call to
serveismade, answering it means
alot of different thingsfor alot of
different reservists.

But for themembersof the 834"
Postal Detachment, Miami, mobi-
lization meant another chance for
the unit to prove their dedication.

“1 was shocked when | got the
call,” said 1% Lt. Kenneth J.
Fillmore, who has been with the
unit for four years, serves as its
commanding postal officer, “but it
givesmeabreak frommy civilian
job.”

TheFt. Lauderdale native, who
serves as the unit's commander,
earnshisliving asamental health
therapist.

Fillmore, having deployed to
Saudi Arabia in the past, knows
whatitistolikebemobilized. How-
ever, thisdeploymentisalittlemore
trying because he now hasan 11-
month-old daughter.

Sgts. David Robinson and Alonzo T. McClain, both administrative spe-

cialists with the 834th Postal Detachment, organize outgoing mail on a

pallet for shipping.

“My main motivation is my
daughter,” hesaid. “My goal isto
domy best hereso | canhurry home
to her.”

Being committed to your du-
ties doesn’t exempt you from the
strain of being away from home,
said Sgt. 1% Class Anthony A.
Pinder, the platoon sergeant for the
834",

“We left family members be-
hind on a short notice, and that's

harder to deal with for some sol-
diers,” hesaid.

“Soldiers get homesick,” said
Fillmore, “but it's not evident in
our performance—only sometimes
in our demeanor.”

The harsh conditions faced by
the 834" upon arrival here didn’t
help their transition from civilians
tofull-timesoldiers, Fillmoresaid.

|
See MAIL, Page 2
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charges, Lindh could have
spent lifein prison.

Rumsfeld noted that Lindh
aso withdrew charges thet he
wasmidreatedwhileinU.S mili-
tary custody in Afghanigtan.

NorthernAllianceforces
captured Lindh Nov. 25,
2001, in Mazar-e Sharif, Af-
ghanistan, following a
Taliban-al Qaedaprisonriot.

Justice Department offi-
cidssadLindh'spleabargain
also calsfor himto cooperate
“fully, truthfully and com-
pletely” withthe United States,
and to testify at grand juries,
trialsor other proceedings, in-
cluding military tribunals.

He agreed to participate
in debriefings conducted by
law enforcement and intelli-
gence officers and will be
available for pre-trial meet-
ings with U.S. government
attorneys. He also agreed to
take lie detector tests.

Commenting on the plea
bargain, Rumsfeld noted
Lindh“wasarelatively low-
level personintheal Qaeda,
or Taliban, depending on
what one wishes to say.”

When captured by North-
ernAlliance troops, Lindh was
armed and had beenin a bettle
that took place in a prison in
Mazar-e-Sharif, Rumsfed re-
marked. The Defense Depart-
ment, was consulted in the
Lindh proceedings, but had no
part in decisons regarding the
pleabargain, he added.

When Lindnh’s plea agree-
mentisfully and publicly aired,
Rumsfddsaid, mostAmericans
will agree as to its fairness.
“Peoplewill look at thedements
of it and nod and say, ‘Well,
that's gppropriate. That's about
right,” he concluded.
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“Initially, we had difficulty
making on-ground connections,
the living conditions were dif-
ferent, and it was hard to get
necessary supplies,” he ex-
plained.

“Learning to adapt isjust a
part of being asoldier,” said Sgt.
1¢ ClassVdenciaR. Knox-Davis,
an administrative specialist and
19-year reservist. “ Each deploy-
ment isdifferent.”

Despite the hardships and
homesickness, the postal unit
has displayed its persistence by
striving to perform under de-
manding circumstances.

“Qur leadership has really
come together as a command
element,” Fillmorenoted. “Here,
| deal with professionals, each
with nineyears of experienceon
average. My success or failure
as a commander depends on
them.”

Thedesiretodotheir bestis
part of what keeps the unit go-
ing, said Spc. Nicole P.
Blackwood, administrative spe-
cialist withthe 834™.

“Performing here wasn'’t
much of a change,” she said.
“Sure, theenvironment isdiffer-
ent, but | have ajob to do back
homejust likel haveajobto do
here. | apply the same level of
disciplineto each.”

In alocation where the ma-
jority of soldiers are far from
their loved ones, there's little
mistaking the detachment’sim-
portance and purpose.

“For some troops, we're the
only means of communication be-
tweenhereandhome,” said Pinder.

“l don't think soldiers un-
derstand exactly what it is we
do, but I think we' re appreciated
for being thelink that getsthem
their mail,” agreed Knox-Davis.
“1"m pretty sure everyone likes

Photo by Spc. EricaLeigh Foley

Spc. Alberto A Manualito, an administrative specialist with the 834th
Postal Detachment, Miami, tightens the cargo straps on an outgoing

pallet.

“Many people have the misconception that our job
isall about licking stamps and sending boxes. It'smore
complicated than that... it's our job to make sure every-
one getstheir mail in a timely manner.”

—1st Lt. Kenneth J. Fillmore,
834th Postal Detachment

to get mail, and us being here
makes that possible.”

“Inthisenvironment, mail is
the eye of the needle,” said
Fillmore, “That is, there'salot
of focus on what we do. Many
people have the misconception
that our job is al about licking
stamps and sending boxes. It's
more complicated than that.
We' ve been accountablefor 30-
to 40,000 pounds of mail at a
time, and it’s our job to make
sure everyone getstheir mail in
atimely manner.”

“A lot of peoplethink this
jobiseasy, but our job hereis

service,” said Pinder. “Our
mission here is to bridge the
gap between family and
troops. We're doing the job
we'retrained to do and we're
doing it the best we can. We
may not be the combat type of
soldier, but I’'m sure everyone
appreciates what we do just as
much as we appreciate what
they do.”

“Our unit hasworked really
hard on deployments,” said
Blackwood. “A lot of people
take our specialty lightly, but if
you look at it, we keep every-
one from getting depressed.”
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Great Fireof Romebegins
(Nerodidn’tfiddle)

1716
Jews are expelled from Brussels,
Belgium

1914
U.S. Army Air Service first comes
into being inthe Signal Corps

1936
Spanish Civil War begins;
Gen. Francisco Franco led uprising

Photo by Spc. Jason B. Baker

1955 Khandahar sunset
First electric power generated from
atomicenergy sold commercially A UH-60 Blackhawk and the mountains that surround Khandahar Airfield are

sillouetted by the evening sunset.

Local weather Freenom Winten

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER REPORT: Freedom Watch falls under the supervision of the Com-
bined Joint Task Force - 180.
Today Friday < CJTF- 180 Commanding Generd — Lt. Gen. Dan
McNeill
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Kabul: Pgrtly cloudy Pgrtly cloudy & Editor— Sqt. ResbaCritser
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Foley, Pfc. Nathan Akridge and Pfc. Eleazar Craig.
Uzbekistan:  Clear Clear InaccordencewithAR 360-1, thisArmy newspaperisan
H: 104F H: 100F authorized publication for membersof theU.S. military over-
L 72F L 71F seas. Contents of Freedom W\atch are not necessaxily the offi-

cid view of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Depart-
ment of Defense or the Department of the Army.
Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team All submissionsaresubject to editing for s zeand content

by the 28th Public Affairs Detachment, located in Motel 6,

CJTF- 180, BagranAir Bas2.
Visit the CENTCOM Website to see the latest editions of Freedom Watch at To be added to the daily distribution list, e-mail
www.centcom.mil/oper ations/CJIT F% 20180/cjtf180.htm e




Page 4 < Freedom Watch < July 18, 2002

GCoatiTion SrorTsZoNE

TheDay in Sports

(Complied from ESPN.com)

Hit by pitch, Hunter heaves ball

at Cleveland pitcher

CLEVELAND (AP)— Torii Hunter couldn’t control histem-
per. Hisfastball was right on target, though.

Hunter fired the ball back at Cleveland’s Danys Baez after being
drilled by apitch, and Rick Reed won for thefirst timein eight starts
as the Minnesota Twins beat the Indians 8-5 Wednesday night.

Hunter, angered at being hit in the left side, retaliated in the
fifthinning by picking up the ball and hitting Baez — about 40 feet
away — in the upper leg.

Hunter wasimmediately gected by plate umpire Ted Barrett and
will likely facedisciplinary action by the commissioner’soffice.

Tragedy overshadows 10th stage

PAU, France (AP) — A child's death overshadowed Lance
Armstrong’srideto thefoot of the Pyrenees, where heis expected
to make hisfirst serious assault on this year’s Tour de France.

Beforeriders started Wednesday’s 10th leg from Bazas to Pau,
acar from the Tour convoy struck and killed a7-year-old boy who
was crossing the stage route.

A car belonging to acandy maker Haribo hit Melvin Pompele,
but Tour director Jean-Marie Leblanc said there was no evidence
the boy was reaching for candy thrown from the vehicle when he
was hit.

L eblanc added that amoment of silence would be held today.

Wednesday's racing was uneventful, over a flat 91.14-mile
course through Southwest France.

Frenchman Patrice Halgand took the leg, in the third fastest
timefor aflat stagein Tour history — 3 hours, 15 seconds, with an
average speed of 30.337 mph.

Spain’slgor Gonzaez Galdeano retained theyellow jersey worn
by the race leader for a seventh consecutive day. Armstrong, the
three-time defending champion, finished with the main pack 3:57
behind Halgand, and continued to trail Gonzalez Galdeano by 26
seconds in the overall standings.

Inthe past, Armstrong haswaited until thefirst mountain stage
to take control of the Tour. Huge chunks of time can bewon or lost
in the mountains, where the Tour title usually is decided.

Today’s leg, which takes riders on a tough 97.96-mile stretch
through the Pyrenees, should show whether Armstrong is strong
enough to win a fourth straight title. The stage starts in Pau and
ends in the ski station of LaMongie.

2002 Major League standlngs

American L eague East

N.Y. Yankees 59-35 .628
Boston 55-37 .598
Baltimore 45-47.489
American League Central
Minnesota 55-41 573
Chicago (AL) 45-51 .469
Cleveland 42-51 452
American League West
Sedttle 59-36 .621
Anaheim 54-38 .587
Oakland 55-39 .585
National League East
Atlanta 60-35 .632
Montreal 48-46 .511
N.Y. Mets 48-46 511
National League Central
St. Louis 51-40 .560
Cincinnati 49-45 521
Houston 45-48 .484
National League West
Arizona 55-38 .596
LosAngeles 55-39 .585
San Francisco 54-40 .574
Wedneday

Minnesota 8-2 Cleveland
N.Y. Yankees 2-1 Detroit
Toronto 7-1 Baltimore
Atlanta 10-0 FHorida
N.Y. Mets 9-6 Montredl

Philadelphia4-3 Chicago Cubs

Boston 6-1 Tampa Bay

Kansas City 8-6 Chicago Sox

Seditle 6-3 Texas
Pittsburgh 6-3 Cincinnatti
San Francisco 5-4 St Louis

Houston 7-3 Milwaukee
Arizona 12-3 Colorado
SanDiego 7-0LosAngdes
Anaheim ?-? Oakland

Today
Bogton & Tampa Bay
Minnesota a Cleveland
Detroit at N.Y. Yankees
Forida at Atlanta

Chicago Cubsat Philadelphia

N.Y. Mets & Montred
San Francisco a S Louis
Chicago Sox a Kansas City
Houston a Milwaukee
Arizona & Colorado
Batimore a Toronto
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh
Seattle at Texas
Anaheim at Oakland
San Diego at LosAngeles
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